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England in the seventeenth century because they wanted
to be free from the tyranny of kings who had tried to inter-
fere with their religion. They were the very last people
who would be willing to submit to the attempt ot any king
to force them to do his will. At the risk of their lives, their
forefathers had crossed the Atlantic Ocean in small ships,
with wives and children and whatever few tools and belong-
ings they could manage to carry with them. With great
difficulty they had cut down forests in that vast new land
of America, tilled the ground, built themselves houses, de-
fended themselves against the wild Red Men, After having
undergone such hardships they did not see why they should
do whatever the British king ordered them to do. They
had no love for him, though they still loved their friends
and relatives in the British Isles.

King George was not the right sort of man to under-
stand these people. If he had appealed to their reason and
sense of fairness, he might have got them to help to pay
for the war by which they had benefited. Pitt saw that, but
he died before he could make the king act sensibly. With
the help of ministers who were as short-sighted as himself
the king decided to force the colonists to pay taxes. And
when they refused, he sent his soldiers to punish them and
to frighten them into submission. The result was war.

The American colonists were not at all prepared to fight
against the regular army of a great nation like the British,
who had just defeated the French in a war in three conti-
nents. King George thought his soldiers would easily defeat
them, and at first it was so. But the colonists were quite
determined not to yield. They were led by some capable
officers who had actually been fighting on the side of the
British a few years before, in the war against the French
in America. The greatest of these officers was GEORGE
WASHINGTON.